Our Placein theWorld

Grade Level: Kindergarten (Geography)

Written by: Sherri Carleo, Kathie Arwood, Gloria Salas, and Lupe Beltran, Cesar Chavez
Academy, Pueblo, CO

Length of Unit: Five lessons (over approximately 6 weeks)

l. ABSTRACT

This Kindergarten History/Geography unit includes five lessons that can be implemented into
similar units throughout the year. It is designed to provide the student with experiences that will
increase knowledge concerning maps and environments. Teachers will expand the student’s
knowledge of maps of our city, state, neighborhood and school. In addition, this unit will include
historical knowledge regarding our school’ s namesake, Cesar Chavez, and his geographical

origin.
. OVERVIEW
A. Concept Objective
1 Apply knowledge of people, places and environments to human experience.
B. Content from the Core Knowledge Sequence
1 Maps and globes: what they represent, how we use them. (page 11)
2. Name and locate the town, city, community, as well as the state you live. (page
12)
3. Recognize and become familiar with the significance of our state flag. (not from
the Core Knowledge Sequence)
4, Some famous people were farm slaves/migrant workers. (not from the Core
Knowledge Sequence)
5. Recognize and become familiar with the significance of the UFW (United Farm

Workers) (not from the Core Knowledge Sequence)

C. Skill Objectives

The students will identify a map as a drawing of a place.

The students will identify a map as much smaller than the place it represents.

The students will apply the directional concepts-right, |eft, forward.

The students will follow directions on a map.

The students will draw a map.

The students will compare and contrast a map of our town with a map of our

state.

7. The students will identify and name their city.

8. The students will identify and name their state.

9. The students will be able to say one fact about their city.

10. The students will be able to identify state symbols.

11. The students will be able to locate places on map: state, city, neighborhood.

12. The students will make a map of their neighborhood, which includes their home
and address.

13. The students will draw and color a picture representing statements about their
community.

14. The students will observe where our school, Cesar Chavez Academy is located
and its relation to the community.

15. The students will have a sense of community and how buildings are named after
famous people.

16. The students will know why the school was named after Cesar Chavez.

17. The students will listen and speak to gain knowledge of the term, “full name.”
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18. The students will listen and speak to gain knowledge of the term, “family name.”
19. The students will understand the significance of the name Cesar Estrada Chavez
asit applies to our school name.

1. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

A. For Teachers

1 Hirsch, E. D. What Your Kindergartner Needs to Know

2. Teachers will need to have alist of each student’ sfirst, middle(?), and last name.
B. For Students

1. None

V. RESOURCES

Berenstain, Jan and Stan. The Berenstain Bears Count Their Blessings (Lesson Three)
Berger, Gildaand Melvin. Where Did Your Family Come From?(Lesson Five)
Bridwell, Norman. Clifford and the Grouchy Neighbors (Lesson Threg)

Davis, Lucile. Cesar Chavez (Lesson Four)

Goldsmith, Diane. Migrant Worker — A Boy from the Rio Grande Valley (Lesson Five)
Hartman, Gail. Asthe Crow Flies— A First Book of Maps (Lesson One)

Hartman, Gail. Asthe Roadrunner Runs— A First Book of Maps (L esson One)
Kimmel, Eric. The Runaway Tortilla (Lesson One)

Komaiko, Leah. My Perfect Neighborhood (Lesson Three)

McAuliffe, Emily. Colorado Facts and Symbols (Lesson Two)

Thorne, Kate. Adventuresin Arizona (Lesson Five)
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V. LESSONS
Lesson One: A Mapping We Will Go!
A. Daily Objectives
1 Concept Objective

a Apply knowledge of people, places and environments to human
experience.
2. Lesson Content
a Maps and globes: what they represent, how we use them.
3. Skill Objective(s)
a The students will identify a map as a drawing of a place.
b. The students will identify a map as much smaller than the place it
represents.
C. The students will apply the directional concepts—right, left, and forward.
d. The students will follow directions on a map.
e The students will draw a map.
f. The students will compare and contrast a map of our town with a map of
our state.
B. Materials
1 Book: The Runaway Tortilla by Eric Kimmel
2. Book: As the Roadrunner Runs by Gail Hartman
3. Book: Asthe Crow Flies by Gail Hartman
4, A large piece of white poster paper
5. Crayons
6. Markers
7. Construction paper/all colors
8. Post-1t Notes
0. Models — cars, trucks, miniature furniture, dolls, etc.
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10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
C. Key Vo
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9.
10.

A puppet in the shape of atortillawith eyes, nose, and mouth; see Key
Vocabulary for adefinition of atortilla

Treat for the Map Game —*“Run, Run, as Fast as Y ou Can”
Appendices A - C (one of each needed for teacher)

Map of your city (map can be found on http://maps.yahoo.com)

Map of your state (map can be found on http://maps.yahoo.com)

cabulary

Map — adrawing of aplace

Right — located on or directed toward the right

Left —located on or directed toward the | eft

Straight ahead — moving forward

Direction —the line or course along which someone or something goes
Follow — to move or go aong

Note — a short letter or message

Tortilla—around, flat bread made from cornmeal and water and cooked on a
grill

Key —alist of the symbols used on a map with their meanings

Symbol — a shape or drawing that represents something

D. Procedured/Activities

1.

2.

10.

Tell the children that today we are going to learn about a map. Define “map” as
adrawing of aplace. Writetheword “MAP” on the board.

Using the large piece of white poster board, draw an outline of the classroom.
Ask the children what they need to put in the picture to make it look like their
classroom. Add items as they are finished and then tell the children the drawing
isa“map” of their classroom.

Display avariety of models, such as cars, trucks, miniature furniture, animals,
dolls, etc. Have the children examine them and talk about the similarities and
differences between the models and the objects they represent. Help the children
understand that a model has the same shape, but is much smaller than the object
it represents.

Again, show the “map” of their classroom. Explain that mapstoo have the same
shape, but are much smaller than the objects they represent.

At this point, give the children a piece of white construction paper and markers,
crayons, and shapes from colored construction paper to use as symbols. Here we
will begin to talk about symbols and keys. The children will then attempt to draw
their map of the classroom, using symbols and a key.

Read aloud: “As the Roadrunner Runs— A First Book of Maps.” Explain after
reading that a map also helps us find our way —a map hel ps us with directions.
Use afew of theillustrations in the story to help demonstrate this concept.

In order for usto “follow” amap, we need to know how to find places on the
map. We are going to learn some words that will help usdo that: left, right, and
straight ahead. See Appendix C—teach short action play that will help. (Note:
At first you may need to place a piece of yarn or a sticker, etc. on the right hand
or wrist). Do thison adaily basis until the children are comfortable with the
terms.

Read aloud: “Asthe Crow Flies— A First Book of Maps.” Now, after each
“journey” have the children re-trace the animal’ strip, using the new terms: right,
left, and straight ahead.

See Appendix A, “The Hokey Pokey.” Do thisfun circle activity every day to
reinforce the right, left, and straight ahead concept.

See Appendix B, Map Game —“Run, Run, as Fast as Y ou Can.”
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A.

11. Show the children amap of Pueblo or your town.
12. Show the children a map of Colorado or your state. Compare, contrast, and
discuss the differences as an introduction to Lesson Two.

Assessment/Eval uation
1. Children will draw their own map.
2. Observe the children following a map.
3. Observe children’s ability to demonstrate “right,” “left,” and “straight ahead.”
Lesson Two: Our City and State
Daily Objectives
1 Concept Objective
a Apply knowledge of people, places and environments to human
experience.
2. Lesson Content
a Name and locate the town, city, or community, as well as the state where
you live.
b. Recognize and become familiar with the significance of our state flag.

(Not from the Core Knowledge Sequence)
3. Skill Objective(s)

a The students will identify and name their city.
b. The students will identify and name their state.
C. The students will be able to say one fact about their city.
d. The students will be able to identify state symbols.

Materials

1 Pictures of Pueblo (or your city)

2. Colorado State symbols (or symbols of your state) (symbols can be found on
http://WorldBook.com; type in the name of your state)

3. Map of the United States

4, Construction paper

5. Crayons and markers

6. Scissors

7. Glue

8. State symbols

9. State flag

10. Book of Colorado facts and symbols (Colorado Facts and Symbols by Emily
McAuliffe)

Key Vocabulary

1 City —large town

2. State — part of a nation

3. Country —the United States of America

4, Symbols — an object that reminds people of something larger

5. Flag — a cloth with symbolic colors or design

Procedures/Activities

1 Show map of the city of Pueblo (or your city).

2 Introduce the name of our city. Discuss the origins of Pueblo (or your city).
Discuss important places to visit in Pueblo (or your city). Ask the children what
they know about Pueblo (or your city).

3. Have every child say “Pueblo” (or the name of your city).

4, Show pictures of the state of Colorado (or your state).

5. Show symbols of the state of Colorado (or your state).

6. Have every student say “Colorado” (or your state).
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Have students color map of city.

Have student color the map of our state.

Show students the state of Colorado (or your state) on the map of the United
States. Students can make their own map of their city and state using construction
paper and markers.

10. Give students handouts with symbols.

© o N

E. Assessment/Eval uation
1 Students will be able to distinguish between city and state that pertains to
Colorado.
2. Students will be able to name at least two state symbols that pertain to their state.
3. Students will be able to name their city and state.
4 Student observation during the coloring of their state map.

Lesson Three: Our Community
A. Daily Objectives

1 Concept Objective
a Apply knowledge of people, places and environments to human
experience.
2. Lesson Content
a Name and locate the town, city, community, as well as the state you live.
3. Skill Objective(s)
a The students will be able to locate places on a map: state, city,
neighborhood.
b. The students will make a map of their neighborhood, which includes
their home and address.
C. The students will draw and color a picture representing statements about
their community.
d. The students will observe where our school, Cesar Chavez Academy, is

located and its relation to the community.
B. Materials
1 Map of the city of Pueblo (or your city) (maps can be found on
http://maps.yahoo.com)
Appendix D (one set for the teacher and a set for each student)
Pencils, crayons
. Book: The Bernstein Bears Count Their Blessings
ey Vocabulary
Pueblo —acity in southern Colorado
Colorado — a state in the southwestern part of the United States
City — a place where many people live close to one another
State — a nation and its government
Best things — articles that are better than average
Safe — secure or free from danger
Landmark —afamiliar or easily seen object or building that marks or identifies a
place
D. Procedures/Activities
1 Introduce the lesson by reading book: The Bernstein Bears Count Their
Blessings. Discuss the bears' home and neighborhood. Have the students discuss
their neighborhood.
2. Show a map of our community, Pueblo, (or your community) and ask studentsto
look for various items of the teacher’s choice.
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3. The student will draw and color a picture representing statements about their
community. (Appendix D)

4. The student will observe where our school, Cesar Chavez, islocated and its
relation to a community map (teacher made).
E. Assessment/Evaluation
1. Teacher observation relative to the students' interaction and contribution to class
discussion.
2. Individually, each student will be asked to point to various landmarks on a map

of the community or city.

Lesson Four: School Name - Cesar Chavez
A. Daily Objectives

1 Concept Objective
a Apply knowledge of people, places and environments to human
experience.
2. Lesson Content
a Name and locate the town, city, or community as well as the state where
you live.
3. Skill Objective(s)
a The students will have a sense of community and how buildings are
named after famous people.
b. The students will know why the school was named after Cesar Chavez.

B. Materials
The book: Cesar Chavez by Lucile Davis
Pictures of Cesar Chavez from book: Cesar Chavez by Lucile Davis
Pictures of school with the name Cesar Chavez
Farm Union Flag (Picture in book: Cesar Chavez by Lucile Davis)
Construction paper — 12" x 18" —any color
Magazines and newspapers
ey Vocabulary
Peaceful protest —aform of protesting without using physical force to obtain
certain goals, such as recognition or government assi stance
2. Migrant worker — alaborer who travels from one farm to another, planting or
harvesting different crops
3. United Farm Workers (UFW) — the name given to Chavez' s union when it was
granted a charter by the AFL-CIO in 1972
D. Procedures/Activities
1 Read the book Cesar Chavez. Discussthelife of Cesar Chavez and the things he
did for migrant workers.
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2. Show pictures of Cesar Chavez.

3. Show pictures of Cesar Chavez School and discuss why the students think the
school was named after him.

4, Show pictures of the community where the school is located and have discussion.

5. Students can cut out pictures from magazines, such as communities, schools,
farm workers, any people to make a community.

6. Glue pictures onto construction paper (large 12" x 18") to make a collage for the
classroom.

E. Assessment/Eval uation

1 Eval uates responses from comprehension questions about the book read.

2. Awareness of community school name.

3. Observation during collage activity.
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Lesson Five: Apedlido
A. Daily Objectives

1

Concept Objective

a Apply knowledge of people, places and environments to human
experience.

Lesson Content

a Some famous people were farm slaves/migrant workers. (Not from the
Core Knowledge Sequence)

b. Recognize and become familiar with the significance of the UFW

(United Farm Workers) flag. (Not from the Core Knowledge Sequence)
Skill Objective(s)

a The students will listen and speak to gain knowledge of the term, “full
name.”

b. The students listen and speak to gain knowledge of the term, “family
name.”

C. The students will understand the significance of the name Cesar Estrada

Chavez asiit applies to our school name.

B. Materials

1
2.
3.

UFW (United Farm Workers) flag
Pictures of farm slaves in their environment
Book: Migrant Worker: A Boy fromthe Rio Grande Valley

C. Key Vocabulary

1

2.
3.
4

ol
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UFW (United Farm Workers) — the name given to Chavez' s union when it was
granted a charter by the AFL-CIO in 1972

Boycott —to refuse to buy things from a company

Pesticide — a chemical used to protect crops

Strike/huelga — when a group of workers stop working until conditions are
changed

Union —agroup of workers who work together to seek fair treatment and better
pay

Pride — dignity, honor, self-esteem

Fame — greatness, distinction, importance

Wetbacks — slang term for undocumented persons that work in the United States
Apelido — Spanish for last name

rocedures/Activities

At the beginning of the school year, the teachers will send aletter to parents
requesting supplies. Included in the letter will be arequest to parents that they
discuss why/how their child received their full name (first, middle (?), last). This
information will be included with this unit and lesson plan.

Every student will have the opportunity to tell the class their full name and
interesting facts on why/how they were given their names.

Students listen to biographies of young migrant workers and realize how they
feel about their present conditions and their hopes for the future (pages 18-19, A
Boy fromthe Rio Grande Valley.)

E. Assessment/Evaluation

1

2.

The student will be able to tell the teacher and /or their classmates their full name
and something about it.
The student will be able to give two facts about Cesar Chavez.
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VI. CULMINATING ACTIVITY

A.

B.

C.
D.

For parent night, the students will display the collage and explain and discuss it with
parents. The collage will be placed on the wall of each kindergarten room.

Teachers will assist students with drawing a map of the area. The students will then
practice following a map when they take afield trip to the farm lands east of Pueblo.
During the field trip, students will talk to land owners and to migrant workers.

For parent night, the students will set up a Cesar Chavez store including only farm grown
products.

VIil. HANDOUTSWORKSHEETS

ooOw>

Appendix A —Hokey Pokey

Appendix B — Map Game

Appendix C — Action Play

Appendix D — Community map and statements (Six pages)
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Appendix A-Our Place in the World

Hokey Pokey

Have the children form acircle. Thisisafun circle activity to reinforce directional concepts —
right, left, and straight ahead or forward.

Put your right hand in
Put your right hand out
Put your right hand in
And shake it all about

Let’s do the hokey pokey
And turn yourself around
That’swhat it’s all about!

Put your right elbow in
Put your right elbow out
Put your right elbow in
And shake it al about

Let’s do the hokey pokey......

Put your right shoulder in

Put your right shoulder out

Put your right shoulder in

And shake it all about

Let’s do the hokey pokey....

Continue with right foot and

repeat with left hand, elbow, shoulder,
and foot.

Also, do around with “walk your whole
body forward —walk your whole body back.....

Kindergarten, Our Placein the World 2001 Colorado Summer Writing Institute 10



Appendix B-Our Place in the World
Map Game

This game should begin before students go to recess, lunch or some other time when the room is
empty.

Introduce the children to the stuffed or puppet tortilla. Tell the children that Tortillawill help
read astory. Read aloud: The Runaway Tortilla.

Next —inquire. What isatortilla? What do you use to make atortilla and how do you make
one? Why do you think Tortillaran away? “I hope our Tortilladoesn’'t run away.”

While children are out of the classroom, remove the Tortillaand place a note from himin his
place. The note should read: Dear boys and girls, | have run away. Seeif you can find mein
the library. Run, run, asfast asyou can, you can’t catch me I’m the Tortilla man.

Children line up and follow teacher (don’t run) to the library. Children look for Tortillain the
library. The teacher guides them to a note left on the wall of the library by Tortilla. The note
reads. Hi boysand girls. You werefast but | wasfaster. Try to find mein the office. Run, run,
as fast as you can, you can’'t catch me, I'm the Tortilla man.

Children leave the library and follow the teacher to the office. The children look for Tortillaand
instead find another note. The note reads: Dear boys and girls, | was here but not I’ ve run to the
gym. Seeif you can find methere. Run, run, asfast asyou can, you can’t catch me, I'm the
Tortillaman.

Children leave the office and follow the teacher to the gym. Children look and look for the
Tortillain the gym, but again find anote. The note reads. Dear boys and girls, | was running so
fast | got hungry. Try to find mein the cafeteria. Love, the Tortilla

Children follow teacher to the cafeteria. The children look and look until they find his note. The
note reads: | ate really fast so | could get my turn on the computer. Run, run as fast as you can,
and try to catch mein the computer center.

Children follow teacher to the computer center. The note they find reads. Hi boys and girls. |
finished my game on the computer, now | am running as fast as| can back to your classroom.
Run, run asfast as you can, you can’t catch me, I’'m the Tortilla man.

Children return to the classroom and discover that heis still missing. “Do you think Tortilla may
be lost in our school? How can we get him back.”

Help the children suggest a map!

Adapted from a Core Knowledge Lesson Plan
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Appendix B, page 2-Our Place in the World
Map Game

Before making a map, have the children help you remember all the places you went in the
school. Make alist of these places. The teacher will then help the children make amap using
thelir directional words and the names of the places they went. Tell the children that we will need
lots of mapsto put around so Tortillawill be able to find his way back to the room. Give each
child a piece of paper, pencil, and crayons or markers and have them draw a map of their school.
The children will then line up and follow the teacher around the school placing their maps on the
wallsfor Tortilla

The next time the children are out of the room, place Tortillaback in his place with anote and a
treat for the children. The notereads. Dear boys and girls, | hope you had fun looking for me
and | hope you learned about alot of placesin your school. Thank you for helping me find my
way back to your room with your great maps. | have brought you a special treat. Love, Tortilla

While the children are eating their treats, discuss other ways maps could be helpful to us.

Note: Teachers should arrange the hunt for Tortilla (or you can use The Gingerbread Man) that
best fits their school layout. It isbest not to have the children jump around from one end of the
building to the other. The search should be from one room to the next closest, etc.

Adapted from a Core Knowledge Lesson Plan
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Appendix C-Our Place in the World
Action Play

Put your right hand out and shake it all around.
Put your left hand out and with both touch the ground.
Put your left hand up and try to reach the sky.

Put your right hand out and pretend to wave goodbye.
Make your fingers walk forward, right along the ground.
L et them do alittle dance, going round and round.
Put both hands together with a clap, clap, clap,

Put both hands together and place them in your lap.
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Appendix D — Our Place in the World
Children will draw and color a picture representing each statement. Staple the completed community booklet together.

My Community is called Pueblo.
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Appendix D (page 2) — Our Place in the World

Thisiswherel live in the community.
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Appendix D (page 3) — Our Place in the World

Thisis a person who keeps my community safe.
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Appendix D (page 4) — Our Place in the World

Thisisaneighbor of mine.
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Appendix D (page 5) — Our Place in the World

Thisisaplacel goin my community.
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Appendix D (page 6) — Our Place in the World

Thisisthe very best thing about Pueblo.
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