CoreKnowledge lsn’t Your Run-of-the-Mill Curriculum
Grade Level or Special Area: Fourth Grade

Written by: Ginger Norton, The Classical Academy, Colorado Springs, Colorado
Length of Unit: Ten lessons (each lesson representing one month of sayings and phrases;

lessons may be broken into four fifteen-minute sessions or taught as a
whole one hour lesson)

ABSTRACT

This unit isintended to give students afamiliar understanding of the meanings of grade level
sayings and phrases from the Core Knowledge Sequence. Students will develop an understanding
of the meaning of the sayings and phrases as well as apply them to their everyday lives, speech,
and writing. This unit should be taught throughout the year and is designed in one-month lessons
so the lesson may be taught as awhole or divided into sections and taught several times

throughout the month.
. OVERVIEW
A. Concept Objectives
1 Students will understand the meaning of the Core Knowledge sayings and
phrases.
2. Students will understand how to make verbal and written connections to their
everyday lives.
3. Students will recognize how to write for avariety of purposes. (CO Writing
Standard 4.2)
B. Content from the Core Knowledge Sequence (pg. 90)
1 Fourth Grade Language Arts. Sayings and Phrases

Asthe Crow Flies

Beauty is only skin deep.

The bigger they are, the harder they fall.
Birds of afeather flock together.

Blow hot and cold

Break theice

Bull in a china shop

Bury the hatchet

Can’t hold acandleto

Don't count your chickens before they hatch.
Don't put all your eggs in one basket.

Etc.

Go to pot

Half aloaf is better than none.

Haste makes waste.

Laugh and the world laughs with you.
Lightning never strikes twice in the same place.
Liveand let live.

Make ends mest.

Make hay while the sun shines.

Money burning ahole in your pocket

An ounce of prevention isworth a pound of cure.
Oncein ablue moon

One picture is worth a thousand words.

On the warpath
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aa. Run-of-the-mill

bb. Seeing is believing.
cC. Shipshape

dd. Through thick and thin

ee. Timbuktu

ff. Two wrongs don’t make aright.

gg. When it rains, it pours.

hh Y ou can lead a horse to water, but you can’'t make it drink.

C. il Objectives

1

2.

oo

© ©

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21.

Students will illustrate the meaning of the “RSVP” and “ on the warpath” by
drawing a representation of the phrases.

Students will answer questions to demonstrate their understanding of “oncein a
blue moon” and “bury the hatchet”.

Students will answer questions to demonstrate their understanding of the
meanings of “Etc.” and “Half aloaf is better than none”.

Students will illustrate the meaning of “Don’t put all your eggsin one basket” by
drawing a representation of the saying.

Students will use “go to pot” correctly in astory.

Students will write aletter applying “An ounce of prevention isworth a pound of
cure.”

Students will use “ Two wrongs don't make aright” in a story to demonstrate
meaning.

Students will write their own definitions of “Make ends meet.”

Students will illustrate the meaning of “Don’t count your chickens before they
hatch” by drawing a representation of the saying.

Students will answer questions to demonstrate their understanding of the
meaning of “Haste makes waste.”

Students will write their own definitions of “live and let live” and “Y ou can lead
a horse to water, but you can’'t make it drink.”

Students will illustrate the meaning of “Y ou can lead a horse to water, but you
can't makeit drink” and “Make hay while the sun shines’ by drawing a
representation of the saying.

Students will give written examples from their lives of “When it rains, it pours’
and “Can’t hold acandleto”.

Students will use “Lightning never strikes twice in the same place” in astory to
demonstrate meaning.

Students will write about how they applied “Beauty is only skin deep” and “bull
in a china shop” to their lives.

Students will chose a method of representing “Seeing is believing” and “ The
bigger they are, the harder they fall.”

Students will complete aVVenn diagram for “Birds of afeather flock together”.
Students will answer questions to demonstrate their understanding of “Laugh and
the world laughs with you” and “money burning a hole in your pocket”.
Students will use “One picture is worth athousand words’ in a story to
demonstrate meaning.

Students will write their own definitions of “ Timbuktu”, “ Through thick and
thin”, “Break theice”, and “ Shipshape’.

Students will write their own definitions of “as the crow flies’, “run-of-the-mill”,
and “blow hot and cold”.
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22. Students will write and perform a skit demonstrating the meanings of the April

and May sayings.
23. Students will take atest on the sayings and phrases.

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

A. For Teachers
1. Hirsch, E.D. Jr., The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy
2. Hirsch, E.D. Jr., What Your Fourth Grader Needs to Know
B. For Students
1 Students should have knowledge of sayings and phrases from previous years of
Core Knowledge curriculum.
2. Students should recognize that sayings and phrases have figurative meanings, not
literal.
RESOURCES
A. Student sayings and phrases booklet; these can be created by putting together Appendices
B — Jand making enough copies for every student (all lessons)
B. Birds of a Feather and other Aesop’s Fables by Tom Paxton (Lessons Six and Seven)
C. What Your Fourth Grader Needsto Know by E.D. Hirsch (Lessons Two, Four, Six, and
Nine)
LESSONS
Lesson One:  September Sayings (approximately one hour)
A. Daily Objectives
1. Concept Objective(s)
a Students will understand the meanings of the Core Knowledge sayings
and phrases.
b. Students will understand how to make verbal and written connections to
their daily lives.
C. Students will recognize how to write for avariety of purposes. (CO
Writing Standard 4.2)
2. Lesson Content
a Once in ablue moon
b. R.SV.P.
C. On the warpath
d. Bury the hatchet
3. Skill Objective(s)
a Students will illustrate the meaning of the “RSVP” and “ on the warpath”
by drawing a representation of the phrases.
b. Students will answer questions to demonstrate their understanding of
“oncein ablue moon” and “bury the hatchet”.
B. Materials
1 One sentence strip for each phrase in the lesson
2. Appendix A — one copy for the teacher
3. Appendix C —one copy per student
C. Key Vocabulary
1. Idiom — a phrase that has a different meaning than the literal meaning of the

words that make up the phrase

2. Proverb — awise saying

3. Blue moon — arare occurrence in which afull moon looks blue due to dust
kicked up into the atmosphere
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4,

Hatchet —a small ax with ashort handle

D. Procedures/Activities

1.

2.

3.
4,

10.
11.

12.
13.

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

Tell the students that they will be starting to learn various sayings and phrases
throughout the year.

Have the students share any sayings and phrases that they remember from third
grade. Allow them to share the meanings.

Review the meanings for idioms and proverbs with the students.

Tell the students that there will be both idioms and proverbsin their lessons
during the year.

Review the meanings of figurative and literal with the students. Remind the
students that you often cannot tell the meaning of the sayings by knowing the
literal meaning.

Show the sentence strip for “once in ablue moon”. Tell the students that thisis
an example of an idiom.

Give the students the definition for this phrase using the definition in Appendix
A.

Give the students the following sentence: “The teacher only loses his/her temper
oncein a blue moon.”

Ask the students to give you sentences with this phrase/idiomin it.

Show the students the sentence strip for “RSVP”.

Ask the students to recall atime when they might have seen this phrase. Have
them tell you what it meansif they know.

Tell the students the French phrase from which this phrase originates and give
them the meaning from Appendix A.

Have the students give you examples of where they might use this phrase. (On
an invitation or anything that might require areply).

Show the students the sentence strip for on the warpath.

Give the students the following example: Tell the students that they want to steer
clear of you when you are on the warpath. Tell them that if they don’t, they may
be receiving extra homework. They shouldn’t worry, though, because you only
go on the warpath once in a blue moon.

Have the students tell what they think the meaning of on the warpath is based on
the example given above.

Show the students the sentence strip for bury the hatchet. Give them the
background on this phrase from Appendix A.

Bring two students up to the front of the class.

Give the students the following scenario: These two students used to be the best
of friends. However, in third grade they had an argument. Ever since then, they
won't speak to each other.

Ask the students to help the two students bury the hatchet by given them advice
on how to make peace with each other.

Have the students complete the activitiesin Appendix C for each phrase.

E. Assessment/Evaluation

1

2.

3.

Students will demonstrate their understanding of “oncein a blue moon” and
“RSVP’ by completing the activity in Appendix C.

Students will demonstrate their understanding of on the warpath by drawing a
picture to represent the meaning of the phrase.

Students will apply their understanding of the phrase “ bury the hatchet” to their
lives by writing a paragraph in Appendix C.
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Lesson Two: October Sayings (approximately one hour)
A. Daily Objectives

1. Concept Objective(s)
a Students will understand the meanings of the Core Knowledge sayings
and phrases.
b. Students will understand how to make verbal and written connections to
their everyday lives.
C. Students will recognize how to write for avariety of purposes. (CO
Writing Standard 4.2)
2. L esson Content
a Etc.
b. Half aloaf is better than none
C. Don’'t put all your eggsin one basket
d. Go to pot
3. Skill Objective (s)
a Students will answer questions to demonstrate their understanding of the
meanings of “Etc.” and “Half aloaf is better than none”.
b. Students will illustrate the meaning of “Don’t put all your eggsin one
basket” by drawing a representation of the saying.
C. Students will use “go to pot” correctly in astory.
B. Materials

1 Appendix A — one copy for teacher

2. Appendix D — one per student

3. What Your Fourth Grader Needsto Know by E.D. Hirsch

4. One sentence strip for each of the four sayings from the lesson

5. Bag of candy

C. Key Vocabulary

None

D. Procedures/Activities

1. Display the sentence strip for “Etc.” and pronounce it.

2. Ask the students to share a time when they might have heard “etc.” used and
have them give the meaning of the phrase.

3. Discuss the meaning of the phrase using Appendix A.

4, Givethe following example: Instead of saying, “| am going to the store to buy
apples, bananas, milk, bread, flour, cheese and eggs,” we can say “I am going to
the store to buy apples, bananas, milk, etc.”

5. Have the students give you another sentence using etc. to demonstrate they
understand the meaning of the phrase.

6. Assign the activity for etc. from Appendix D now or at the end of the lesson.

7. Tell the students that they are going to receive a special treat and show them the
bag of candy.

8. Choose a student and ask him/her whether he/she would like one or two pieces of
candy.

9. When a student asks for two pieces of candy, give him/her one and say, “Half a
loaf is better than none”.
10. Continue this until all the students have candy.

11. Show the sentence strip for “Half aloaf is better than none” and have the
students tell you what the proverb means. Discuss.
12. Have the students give examples of timesin their lives when they realized that

half aloaf was better than none.
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13. Assign the corresponding activity from Appendix D at thistime or at the end of
the lesson.

14, Next, show the sentence strip for “Don’'t put all your eggs in one basket”.

15. Give the students the following scenario:

a Pretend you and your family live on afarm. Your responsibility isto
collect fresh eggs every morning. These eggs are very important because
your family sellsthem in town for a profit. They use this money to buy
items that they need. After you collect quite afew eggs, you put themin
abasket and take the basket to town to sell. On the way to town you
stumble and drop the basket. What happensto all of the eggs? (they
break). Why isthat a problem? (Because the family depends on the
money from the eggs. If they all break, the family 1oses money).

16. Read the section on “Don’t put all your eggsin one basket” on page 74 of What

Your Fourth Grader Needs to Know. Discuss the meaning of this proverb.

17. Show the sentence strip of the phrase “go to pot”.
18. Read the information on page 81 of What Your Fourth Grader Needs to Know as

well as the definition on Appendix A.

19. Have the students give examples of things that can go to pot when not
maintained.

20. Explain to the students that people also use this phrase when they have had a bad
day.

21. Have the students brainstorm examples of events that might happen to cause a

person’s day to “go to pot”.
22, Assign the writing activity to the students on Appendix D.
E. Assessment/Evaluation

1. Students will be assessed on their understanding of “etc.” and “Half aloaf is
better than none” by correctly answer the questionsin Appendix D.

2. Students will be assessed on their understanding of “Don’t put al your eggsin
one basket” by drawing a picture that correctly illustrates the meaning of the
proverb.

Lesson Three: November Sayings (approximately one hour)
A. Daily Objectives
1 Concept Objective(s)

a Students will understand the meaning of the Core Knowledge sayings
and phrases.
b. Students will understand how to make verbal and written connections to
their everyday lives.
C. Students will recognize how to write for avariety of purposes. (CO
Writing Standard 4.2)
2. L esson Content
a An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure
b. Two wrongs don’t make aright
C. Make ends meet.
d. Don't count your chickens before they hatch
3. Skill Objective(s)
a Students will write aletter applying “An ounce of prevention isworth a
pound of cure.”
b. Students will use “ Two wrongs don’t make aright” in a story to
demonstrate meaning.
C. Students will write their own definitions of “Make ends meet.”
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d. Students will illustrate the meaning of “Don’t count your chickens before
they hatch” by drawing arepresentation of the saying.

B. Materials

1. Appendix A — one copy for teacher

2. Appendix E — one copy for each student

3. One sentence strip for each of the four sayings from the lesson
C. Key Vocabulary

1 Prevention — the act of stopping something bad from happening

2. Cure— healing

D. Procedures/Activities
1. Display the sentence strip with “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of

cure” written onit.

Discuss the meaning of the words “prevention” and “cure”.

Ask the studentsto tell you whether an ounceisasmall or large amount. (small)

Have the students tell whether a pound is more or less than an ounce. (more)

Ask the students to give their understanding of the meaning of this proverb.

Discuss.

Read the example on page 77 of What Your Fourth Grader Needs to Know.

Ask the students to give examples of how knowing and following this proverb

will help them to succeed in school. Examples might include the fact that

checking their homework before turning it in will prevent them from receiving
poor grades and studying will help them to learn.

Assign the writing activity from Appendix E now or at the end of the lesson.

Next, show the students the sentence strip with “ Two wrongs don’t make aright”

written on it.

10. Discuss the meaning and use Appendix A for the definition of the proverb.

11. Have the students give examples of scenarios where one person might hurt
another such as a student not allowing another student to play a game at recess.

12. Have the students give examples the negative reactions (a second wrong) that the
hurt student might be tempted to retaliate with and have the students respond to
how these second wrongs don’t make things better.

13. Then have the students give appropriate, or right, responses to negative situations
and have them explain how positive reactions can improve a hostile situation.
(Extension: Allow the students to act out several scenarios and come up with
solutions to the situations.)

14. Assign the writing activity from Appendix E at thistime or at the end of the
lesson.

A A

No

© ®

15. Next, show the students the sentence strip for make ends meet.
16. Give the definition of the saying.
17. Have the students share a sentence using this saying.

18. Assign the activity from Appendix E now or at the end of the lesson.

19. Display the sentence strip for “Don’'t count your chickens before they hatch”.

20. Explain to the students that not all eggs hatch. So, this saying is used to explain
that you shouldn’t count on something happening before it does.

21. Have the students give examples of events they might count on that might not
actually happen.

22. Assign the activities from Appendix E.

E. Assessment/Evaluation

1 Students will be assessed on their ability to apply the sayings “ An ounce of

prevention is worth a pound of cure” and “Two wrongs don’t make aright” by
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completing two writing activitiesin Appendix E. The writing rubric in Appendix
K will be used in the assessment procedures.

2. The students will be assessed in their understanding of “make ends meet” by
using the saying appropriately in a sentence in Appendix E.
3. Students will be assessed in their understanding and application of “Don’t count

your chickens before they hatch” by writing a new proverb in Appendix E.

Lesson Four: December Sayings (approximately one hour)
A. Daily Objectives

1 Concept Objective(s)
a Students will understand the meanings of the Core Knowledge sayings
and phrases.
b. Students will understand how to make verbal and written connections to
their everyday lives.
C. Students will recognize how to write for avariety of purposes. (CO
Writing Standard 4.2)
2. L esson Content
a Haste makes waste.
b. Liveand let live.
C. Y ou can lead a horse to water, but you can’'t make it drink.

d. Make hay while the sun shines.
3. Skill Objective(s)

a Students will answer questions to demonstrate their understanding of the
meaning of “Haste makes waste.”

b. Students will write their own definitions of “live and let live” and “You
can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make it drink.”

C. Students will illustrate the meaning of “Y ou can lead a horse to water,

but you can't make it drink” and “Make hay while the sun shines’ by
drawing a representation of the saying.

B. Materials
1 Appendix A — one copy for teacher
2. Appendix F — one copy per student
3. One transparency or student copies of poem in Appendix F

4, What Your Fourth Grader Needsto Know by E.D. Hirsch
C. Key Vocabulary

1. Haste — overeagernessto act
D. Procedures/Activities
1. Pass out a copy of the poem in Appendix F or put it on atransparency.
2. Mention to the students that you were in arush to type the poem so there may be
afew mistakes.
3. Choose a student to read the poem.
4, After the student has struggled for awhile with the poem, ask the student to

explain the problem with the poem. (It was typed so quickly that there are too
many errors to read the poem correctly. It needs to be rewritten.)

5. Tell the students that the saying “Haste makes waste” is used to explain that ajob
donetoo quickly, or hastily, must be done again.

6. Discuss the meaning of the saying.

7. Have the students share times when they had to redo a chore or work because
they rushed through it.

8. Assign the activity from Appendix F at thistime or at the end of the lesson.

9. Show the sentence strip for “Live and let live”.
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10. Give the definition of the saying from Appendix A. Discuss.

11. Ask the students to give examples of times when they should not live and let live.
Examples may include any times when a person is hurting themselves or others
with their actions.

12. Assign the activity from Appendix F now or at the end of the lesson.

13. Show the students the sentence strip for “Y ou can lead a horse to water, but you
can't make it drink”.

14. Read the example on page 79 of What Your Fourth Grader Needs to Know.

15. Have the students give examples of things they can encourage peopleto do, but
not force them to do.

16. Discuss appropriate responses that student can give when someone does not do
what they want them to do.

17. Assign the activity from Appendix F now or at the end of the lesson.

18. Show the sentence strip for "Make hay while the sun shines’.

19. Give the definition from Appendix A and have the students give examples of the
meaning.

20. Assign activities from Appendix F.

E. Assessment/Evaluation

21. Informal assessment of the student’s examples for each saying in the lesson.

22, The students will be assessed in their understanding of the sayings by their
correct responses to the activities in Appendix F.

Lesson Five: January Sayings (approximately one hour)
A. Daily Objectives
1. Concept Objective(s)

a Students will understand the meanings of the Core Knowledge sayings
and phrases.
b. Students will understand how to make verbal and written connections to
their everyday lives.
C. Students will recognize how to write for avariety of purposes. (CO
Writing Standard 4.2)
2. L esson Content
a When it rains, it pours.
b. Can’'t hold acandleto it
C. Lightning never strikes twice in the same place.
3. Skill Objective(s)
a Students will give written examples from their lives of “When it rains, it
pours’ and “Can’t hold acandle to”.
b. Students will use “Lightning never strikes twice in the same place” in a
story to demonstrate meaning.
B. Materials
1. Sentences strips for each of the sayingsin thislesson
2. Appendix A —one for teacher
3. Appendix G — one copy per student
C. Key Vocabulary
None
D. Procedures/Activities
1. Tell the students that they are going to do something different today called
Think-Pair-Share.
2. Tell the students that you will show them the sentences strip with a saying on it.

Y ou will then give them an example of the saying. When you say “think” they
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10.

11.

12.
13.
14.

15

will then take less than a minute to think about possible meanings for the saying.
When you say “share” they will share their ideas of possible meanings with the
person sitting next to them. When you say share, they may raise their hand and
share one of their ideas. This process should only take about two to three
minutes per saying.

Show the sentence strip for “When it rains, it pours’.

Givethe following example: This morning | stuck my handsin my pocket and
found five dollars. Then, | found five more dollarsin my car this morning. At
lunch today, the lunch lady gave me an extra piece of pizza. Then, | found a
guarter on the ground today. Boy, when it rains, it pours.

Then follow the Think-Pair-Share model described above. Correct any
misunderstandings by giving the definition from Appendix A.

Then, show the students the sentence strip for “can’t hold acandle to”.

Givethe following example. My mother makes the best roast beef. It's so tender
and juicy. | hardly ever order roast beef from arestaurant. Roast beef cooked at
arestaurant can't hold a candle to my mother’ s roast beef.

Follow the think-pair-share model.

Share the definition with the students from Appendix A aswell asthe origin of
the phrase.

Show the students the sentence strip for “Lightning never strikes twice in the
same place’.

Givethe following example: My aunt has had atough year. Shelost her job and
spent several months trying to find anew one. Shefinally found anew job last
month so things are looking up. She should have thisjob for many years. After
all, lightning never strikes twice in the same place.

Follow the think-pair-share method.

Discuss the definition from Appendix A.

Tell the students that one problem with this saying is that lightning can strike the
same place twice.

Assign the activities from Appendix G at thistime.

E. Assessment/Eval uation

1

L esson Six:

Students will be assessed in their understanding and application of the sayings by
completing the activitiesin Appendix G.

February Sayings (approximately one hour)

A. Daily Objectives

1

Concept Objective(s)

a Students will understand the meanings of the Core Knowledge sayings
and phrases.

b. Students will understand how to make verbal and written connections to
their everyday lives.

C. Students will recognize how to write for avariety of purposes. (CO

Writing Standard 4.2)
L esson Content
a Beauty isonly skin deep.

b. Bull in a china shop

C. Seeing is believing.

d. The bigger they are, the harder they fall.
Skill Objective(s)

a Students will write about how they applied “Beauty is only skin deep”
and “bull inachinashop” to their lives.
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b. Students will chose a method of representing “ Seeing is believing” and
“The bigger they are, the harder they fall.”

B. Materials

SN

One sentence strip for each saying

Appendix A —one for teacher

Appendix H — one copy per student

Birds of a Feather and Other Aesop’s Fables by Tom Paxton
What Your Fourth Grader Needs to Know by E.D. Hirsch

C. Key Vocabulary

1

“Inner beauty” — kindness, compassion, and other positive character traits

D. Procedures/Activities

1.
2.
3.

4,
5.

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

17.

18

Show the sentence strip for “Beauty isonly skin deep”.

Ask the students to make predictions on the meaning of the saying.

Tell the students the meaning of the proverb from Appendix A aong with the
origin of the saying.

Discuss the importance of character and “inner beauty” over outward appearance.
Have the students give examples of character traits that are important to have and
reasons why these traits are important.

Assign the writing activity in Appendix H now or at the end of the lesson. Allow
the students to share their writing at alater time.

While discussing the previous saying walk around the room “accidentally”
bumping into desks, dropping books, and tripping.

When the students begin noticing your behavior say, “I feel like abull in achina
shop.”

Have the students give you possible meanings for this phrase. Correct the
students understanding as needed.

Tell the students that a person who says inappropriate things at the wrong times
can also be abull in achina hop.

Share with the students times you have felt like abull in a china shop and have
the students share times when they have felt that way.

Assign the activity for this saying now or at the end of the lesson.

Read the story “ Seeing is Believing” in Birds of a Feather and Other Aesop’s
Fables.

Discuss the meaning of the saying “Seeing is believing”.

Show the sentence strip for “The bigger they are, the harder they fall”.

Read the section for this saying on pages 72 and 73 of What Your Fourth Grader
Needs to Know.

Allow the students to give examples for this saying.

Assign the student work on Appendix H.

E. Assessment/Evaluation

1

2.

Students will apply “Beauty isonly skin deep” and “bull in a china shop” to their
daily livesin an activity on Appendix H.

Students will be assessed on their understanding of the meaning of “Seeing is
believing” and “ The bigger they are, the harder they fall” by completing an
activity in Appendix H.

Lesson Seven: March Sayings (approximately one hour)
A. Daily Objectives

1.

Concept Objective(s)
a Students will understand the meanings of the Core Knowledge sayings
and phrases.
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b. Students will understand how to make verbal and written connections to
their everyday lives.

C. Students will recognize how to write for avariety of purposes. (CO
Writing Standard 4.2)
2. Lesson Content
a Birds of afeather flock together
b. Laugh and the world laughs with you.
C. Money burning a holein your pocket
d. One picture is worth a thousand words.
3. Skill Objective(s)
a Students will complete aVenn diagram for “Birds of afeather flock
together”.
b. Students will answer questions to demonstrate their understanding of
“Laugh and the world laughs with you” and “money burning aholein
your pocket”.
C. Students will use “One picture is worth athousand words’ in a story to

demonstrate meaning.
B. Materials
1 One sentences strip for each saying
2. Appendix A — one for teacher
3. Appendix | —one copy per student
4, Birds of a Feather and Other Aesop’s Fables by Tom Paxton
5. Photographs of the teacher’ s choosing
C. Key Vocabulary
None
D. Procedures/Activities
1 Read the verse “Birds of a Feather” from the book Birds of a Feather and Other
Aesop’s Fables.
2. Ask the students, “Why did the farmer return the donkey to its previous owner?’
(The donkey chose a spot next to the laziest donkey in the stable and the farmer
decided the donkey would be lazy because it chose to be friends with alazy
donkey.)
3. Discuss the definition of “Birds of afeather flock together” with the students
using Appendix A as needed.
Assign the students work on Appendix | now or at the end of the lesson.
Show the students the sentence strip for “Laugh and the world laughs with you”.
Ask the studentsiif they have ever experienced atime when they had a good
laugh with friends or family.
Allow the students to share some of these experiences.
Give the definition of the saying from Appendix A.
Tell the students that this saying has a second section to it that states “cry and
you cry alone.”
10. Have the students give reasons why people spend more time with a person who is
positive than one who is negative.
11. Give the students their assignment in Appendix | now or at the end of the lesson.
12. Tell the students to pretend that they go home today and do their chores. Asa
reward for doing their chores, their mom and dad give them one hundred dollars.
13. Ask them to tell you what they would do with the money.
14. Most students will be eager to spend the money quickly.
15. Tell them that they have money burning a hole in their pocket.

o ua

© N
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16. Ensure that the students understand the meaning of money burning a hole in your

pocket.
17. Assign Appendix | now or at the end of the lesson.
18. Show the students the sentence strip for “A picture is worth a thousand words’.

19. Ask the studentsto tell you of a picture they might have seen that seemed to tell a
story or take them to the place in the picture.

20. Allow them to share experiences with the rest of the class.

21. Choose some pictures to show the children. If they have studied the American
Revolution, show the students the famous picture of the Crossing of the
Delaware and Paul Revere' s poster of the Boston Massacre. Show personal
pictures as well.

22. Allow the students to take turns telling a story about the picture.

23. Give the students a homework assignment to bring in a picture that they feel tells
astory.

24, When they bring their picturesin, have the students paste them in the space
provided in Appendix |

25. Assign the story in Appendix I.

E. Assessment/Evaluation
1 Informal assessment from classroom instruction.
2. Students will be assessed on their work on Appendix I.

Lesson Eight: April Sayings (approximately one hour)
A. Daily Objectives
1 Concept Objective(s)

a Students will understand the meanings of the Core Knowledge sayings
and phrases.

b. Students will understand how to make verbal and written connections to
their everyday lives.

C. Students will recognize how to write for avariety of purposes. (CO
Writing Standard 4.2)

2. Lesson Content

a Timbuktu

b. Through thick and thin

C. Break theice

d. Shipshape
3. Skill Objective(s)
a Students will write their own definitions of “ Timbuktu”, “ Through thick
and thin”, “Break theice”, and “ Shipshape’.

B. Materials
1. One sentence strip for each saying
2. Appendix A — one for teacher
3. Appendix J—one copy per student
4, A stack of books from the classlibrary
C. Key Vocabulary
None
D. Procedureg/Activities
1. Show the students the sentence strip for “ Timbuktu”.
2. Students should already know that Timbuktu is atown in Africafrom their study
of Medieval Africa
3. Explain that Timbuktu is also used to describe an exotic, far away, imaginary

place that a person might like to go to in hismind.
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10.

11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

16.
17.

Have the students create their own Timbuktu in their mind and describe it to the
class.

Show the sentence strips for “through thick and thin”.

Discuss the definition from Appendix A.

Have the students discuss people who have stuck with them through thick and
thin.

Show the sentence strip from “break theice’.

Give the definition from Appendix A.

Have the students give examples of situations where they might need to break the
ice.

Show the sentence strip for “ shipshape’”.

Discuss the meaning of the phrase.

Bring severa books from your class library to the front of the class.

Tell the students that the library is completely out of order and they need to help
put the books back into shipshape condition by al phabetizing the books by the
last name of the author.

Put the authors' names and the names of the books on the board randomly and
have the students use scrap paper to put the books in order.

Discuss as a class until the books are put in the correct order.

Assign number 1a. through 1d. in Appendix J.

E. Assessment/Eval uation

1.
2.

Lesson Nine:

Informal assessment of discussion of phrases.
Students will be assessed by writing the correct definition of the sayings and
phrases.

May Sayings (approximately one hour)

A. Daily Objectives

1 Concept Objective(s)
a Students will understand the meanings of the Core Knowledge sayings
and phrases.
b. Students will understand how to make verbal and written connections to
their everyday lives.
C. Students will recognize how to write for a variety of purposes. (CO
Writing Standard 4.2)
2. L esson Content
a Asthe crow flies
b. Run-of-the-mill
C. Blow hot and cold
3. Skill Objective(s)
a Students will write their own definitions of “as the crow flies’, “run-of-
the-mill”, and “blow hot and cold”.
b. Students will write and perform a skit demonstrating the meanings of the
April and May sayings.
B. Materials
1 One sentence strip for each of the sayings
2 Appendix A —one for teacher
3 Appendix J— one copy per student
4, What Your Fourth Grader Needsto Know by E.D. Hirsch
5 Severa copies of maps of alocal area
C. Key Vocabulary
1 Mill —afactory
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VI.

Procedures/Activities

1 Show the sentence strip for “Asthe crow flies’.
2. Read the information on page 79 of What Your Fourth Grader Needs to Know.
3. Have the students give examples of this phrase using distances from one local

area to another.

Pass out maps of your local areato the students.

As a class determine the distance from the school to different landmarks
following the roads.

6. Then, measure the distances as the crow flies.

7. Show the sentence strip for “run-of-the-mill”.
8
9

oA

Read the definition form Appendix A.
. Brainstorm run-of-the-mill activities with the students.

10. Then, brainstorm activities that would not be considered run-of-the-mill.

11. Show the sentence strip for “blow hot and cold”.

12. Discuss the meaning of the phrase.

13. Divide the students into groups and tell them they are going to develop skits
demonstrating the meaning of the phrase.

14. Brainstorm ideas for the skits.

15. Allow students time to work on the skits and perform them in front of the class.

16. Assign the rest of Appendix J.

Assessment/Evaluation

1 Students will be assessed by writing the correct definition of the sayings.

2. Students will be assessed using a checklist for the skits they perform.

Lesson Ten:  Sayings and Phrases Test

A.

Daily Objectives
1 Concept Objective(s)
a Students will understand the meaning of the Core Knowledge sayings
and phrases.
b. Students will understand how to make verbal and written connections to
their everyday lives.
2. L esson Content

a Sayings and Phrases
3. Skill Objective(s)

a Students will take atest on the sayings and phrases.
Materials
1 Appendix K — one per student
Key Vocabulary
None
Procedures/Activities

1 Administer the sayings quiz (Appendix K) to the students.

Assessment/Evaluation

1. Students will be assessed on their correct responses on the sayings and phrases
quiz.

CULMINATING ACTIVITY

A.

Have the students get into groups of two or three. Allow them to choose a saying or
phrase from ahat. The students then have to develop a skit to demonstrate the meaning
of the saying or phrase. They then will act out the skit to the class and the rest of the
class will have to guess the saying or phrase that the students are acting out.
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Play “Name that Phrase” with the students. Divide the classinto two teams. One student
from each team will come to the front of the class and put their hands behind their back.

Read the definition or an example of asaying or phrase. The first student to raise his’her
hand and guess the correct saying or phrase wins a point for the team. Play for aslong as

time allows. This can also be done as areview at the beginning or end of alesson.

VII. HANDOUTSWORKSHEETS

ZTrACTIEITIMOUOW>

Appendix A:  Definition of idioms and proverbs
Appendix B:  Student Booklet Cover Page
Appendix C:  September Sayings

Appendix D:  October Sayings

Appendix E:  November Sayings

Appendix F:  December Sayings

Appendix G:  January Sayings

Appendix H:  February Sayings

Appendix I: March Sayings

Appendix J:  April and May Sayings

Appendix K:  Sayings and Phrases Test

Appendix L:  Sayings and Phrases Test Answer Key
Appendix M:  Writing Rubric and Checklist for skits
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Appendix A, page 1
Explanations of Sayings and Phrases

Asthe crow flies— astraight line between two distances; the most direct route

Beauty isonly skin deep —aperson’s character is more important than how their physical appearance.
Originated from aline by the poet Overbury in apoem hewrotein 1613. Theline stated, “All the carnal
beauty of my wife, is but skin deep.”

Thebigger they are, the harder they fall. — the more success or power that a person has, the harder it isfor
them to accept losing it.

Birds of a feather flock together. — People who are aike or have similar characteristics often are friends or
spend time together.

Blow hot and cold —to change your mind constantly.
Break the ice —to be thefirst person to start a conversation, often in difficult situations such as parties.

Bull in a china shop — a person who does or says something to upset plans or anger others; a person without
tact; a clumsy person.

Bury the hatchet —to make peace after an argument. This saying probably originated with the American
Indian tribes. When they made peace with their enemies, they would hold a ceremony and actually bury their
hatchets to show the war was over. If war broke out, they would dig up their weapons. By the end of the
1800’ s the current meaning of the saying became popular.

Can’t hold a candle to —to be inferior to someone or something else. In the 1500s a servant called a link-boy
held candles for people. Thiswas considered alowly position only held by those thought to be considerably
inferior. If alink-boy didn’t know the roads or theater he was said to be “not worthy to hold a candle’.

Don’t count your chickens beforethey hatch. —don’t depend on a profit or event before it has happened.
Don’t put all your eggsin one basket. — Don't risk everything on one event and ignore other possibilities.
Etc. —abbreviation for et cetera meaning “and other things’. Itisused in place of giving a complete list.

Goto pot —to be ruined or destroyed. There are two possible originsto thisidiom. The first dates back to
times when accused criminals were put into a huge pot of hot water and boiled. The second possible origin
refers to becoming an incurable drunkard. In earlier times men who drank alot would drink straight from huge

earthenware pots. To “go to pot” meant to become a habitual drinker.

Half aloaf isbetter than none. — it is better to take what you are offered, even if it is not exactly what you
wanted.

Haste makes waste — Performing a task too quickly may slow the task down, or require the person to redo the
task. Thishastwo possible origins. Thefirst can be traced back to the “Book of Wisdom” by Jesus Ben
Sirach (190 B.C.), which contained the line, “ There is one that toileth and |aboureth, and maketh haste, and is
so much the more behind. Chaucer also wrote in the Canterbury Tales, “1n wicked haste is not profit.”
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Appendix A, page 2
Explanation of Sayings and Phrases

Laugh and the world laughs with you. — People prefer cheerfulness, so the person who is cheerful will have
alot of company. The extension to this proverb is“weep, and you weep alone”. The proverb was writing by
EllaWheeler Wilcox, apoet in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Lightning never strikestwicein the same place. — Bad things don’t happen twice in the same way to the
same person. In actuality lightning can strike twice in the same place.

Liveand let live. — We should live our own lives and | et others do the same.
M ake ends meet — to earn enough money to pay the bills
M ake hay while the sun shines. —to do something at the right time; to not procrastinate

Money burning a holein your pocket —to be too eager to spend money that you have just received; not
saving your money

An ounce of prevention isworth a pound of cure. —it is better to take precautions in order to stop acrisis
than to have to fix the problem after it has occurred

Oncein a blue moon —very rarely; amost never. The phrase refers to the occurrence of a second full moon
in one calendar month. This happens about every thirty-two months. In actuality the full moon rarely looks
blue unless dust has been kicked up into the atmosphere. Events that have caused the moon to appear blue are
the eruption of Krakatoain 1883, Indian monsoonsin 1927, and forest firesin Canadain 1951.

One pictureisworth athousand words. — a picture tells more of a story than mere words

On the warpath — To be very angry and easily provoked to rage. This phrase comes from a Native American
expression for going to war. The current meaning came about by the end of the 19™ century.

RSVP —Please reply. It comesfrom the French, “re'pondez s'il vous plait,” meaning “respond if you please’.
Run of the mill — ordinary; usual; common

Seeing is believing — to requiring seeing something happen before you believe it to be true

Shipshape — neat; having everything in its correct place

Through thick and thin — through good times and bad times

Timbuktu —aonce thriving town in West Africa. It isused figuratively to describe afaraway place.

Twowrongsdon’t makearight. —it is not acceptable to do something bad to someone because they first did
something bad to you.

When it rains, it pours. —when one bad or good thing happens, more of the same kind tend to follow

You can lead a horseto water, but you can’t makeit drink. —Y ou can encourage a person to do something,
but you can’t make them do it.
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Appendix C, page 1
September Sayings

ownee tn a blue woon
“Once Ln a blue moon” Ls used to explain that an event occurs very mvetg.
Example: [ go to Dlsney World once tn a blue moown.

Dlrections: List tew activities that a person might only do “once in a blue moon”.
1. e.
2. 7.
3 g.
4 9.
5. 10.
RSVP

RSVP is short for the French phrase “re’pondez <'il vous plait,” meaning “respond i You
plense”.

Directions:  Design your own tnvitation in the space below. nclude an RSVP.
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Appendix C, page 2
September Sayings

Ow the warpath
1. Draw a pieture in the space below illustrating the figurative meaning of the phrase “on
the warpath”.
Bury the hatchet
2. Whrite about a thme whew you and a friend had an argument. How did you manage

to ”bwg the hatchet™?
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Appendix D, page 1
October Sayings

Ete.

“Bte.” Is used tn sentences in place of writing or saying a List of ittems.

1. Write a sentence using Ete.

2. Why do you think it is appropriate to use the phrase Ete. sparingly instead of using it

n every sentence?

Half a loaf is better than none

The phrase half a Loaf Ls better than none means you should be grateful for what you are
glven.

1. Glve at least three situations when “half a Loat” really Ls “better than none”. (Example:
You aske for four cookies anol Your mom gives You two instend.)

2. Can You think of a situntion when this phrase would not be true? Defend your answer
in complete sentences.

Don't put all Your eggs in one basket
This proverb is used when encouraging a person to not count on one event and Lgnore other
possibilities.
Draw a picture on the back of this page or on a separate sheet of paper to illustrate the
meaning of this proverb.
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Appendix D, page 2
October Sayings

Go to pot
In the space below write a huwmorous short story about a person whose day has “gone to pot”.
You must use the phrase “go to pot” bn Your story, but You may use a derived form of the verb
“‘go”. If you have difficulty getting started you may use this story starter to begin:

‘Saw is on the warpath today because his day has really gone to pot. it all started
whew...”
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Appendix E, page 1
November Sayings

Awn ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure
1. Read the story below about Sarah’s bad grade.

Yesterday Sarah’s teacher Mr. Johnston informed the
class that they would have a Math test today. He gave the
class some problems similar to the ones on the test and told
them to practice these problems as a method of studying for
the test. As soon as Sarah arrived home, her mother
encouraged her to work hard on the problems, especially
since Sarah has had difficulty with some of her homework
problems, but Sarah wanted to play with her new puppy more
than she wanted to study for a test. So, she rushed through
the problems not bothering to check over her answers and
took her new puppy Snuffles outside to play catch. When it
came time for the Math test today, Mr. Johnston passed out
the tests and read over the directions for every problem. He
encouraged the students to work carefully and check their
work over twice before handing in the test. Sarah was
really excited because the test seemed really easy. She
breezed right through it and was finished with fifteen
minutes to spare. This gave her time to read another
chapter of her exciting new book. At the end of the day Mr.
Johnston passed back the graded Math tests. Sarah was
shocked to discover she had received a 60% on her test!
Looking over the answers on her test, Sarah realized she had
made several careless mistakes such as adding when she
should have subtracted. Now she is sitting at home doing
extra make up work to try to raise her grade in math and she
won’t be playing with her new puppy for quite a while.

2. Ow a separate sheet of paper write a letter to Savah explaining ways she could have
prevented the bad grade on her math test. ncluole the proverb, “An ounce of prevention
Ls worth a pound of cure.”
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Appendix E, page 2
November Sayings

Two wrongs don't make a right

1. The situation below tllustrates the proverb that two wrongs don't make a right. =Read
the sttuntion. Then write an alternative happy ending tn which Ann responds tn the
right way towards sue.  Write your ending in the space below.

Sue and Ann have been best friends sincee the second grade. They always have
fun playing together during recess. Yesterday, sue was having a veally bad day at
school. When Anin came over to talk to her at recess Sue said, “Leave me alone. | don't
want to play with yow.” Ann's feelings were very hurt so she veplied, “Fine, be that
way. You're not my friend anywmore.” She stalked off and ignored Sue for the rest of
the day. Now Ann and Sue are not talking to each other anymore and both girls are

Very unahappy.

Make ends meet

1. Write your own definition for “make ends meet”.
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Appendix E, page 3
November Sayings

Don't count Your chickens before they hatceh.

The proverb “don't count your chickens before they hateh” means that you shouldn't depend
on a profit or event before it has happened just Like a farmer does not count on all five eggs
hatching into chickens before it happens.

Whrite Your own proverb below with the same meaning but using something other thawn
chickens as the sub\jeat of the proverb. Thew illustrate your proverb. Be creative.

New Proverb:

(Llustration:
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Appendix F, page 1
December Sayings

Haste Makes Waste

1. Make corvections to the following poem using your poetry folders:

The Rhlnocereos
BY Ogden nash

The Rhino | sa somely feast
Forhiwman eyes hes not a feast,

But you and | will wever no

wWhy mature chse to make him so.
Fotrwell, fatrwell, you Lod thernceros,
(LL stave atsomethingless prepocreros.

2. can You think of few jobs, either at home or tn sehool, You rush through because You
don't enjoy doing them? Choose one of those jobs. Over the next week, make an effort
to slow down and bmprove on that one job. At the end of the week, tn the space below,
write about the difference that slowing down and tncreasing Your effort made on that
Job. How did you feel about your accomplishment?

Live and Let Live

1. Write your own definition for this proverb.

2. Use the proverb in a sentence.
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Appendix F, page 2
December Sayings

You can Lead a horse to water, but You can't make Lt drink.

1. write the definition of this proverb tn your own words.

2. Draw two pietures tn the spaces below. (n the first space, draw a picture of the Literal
meaning of the sentence. In the second pieture draw a picture of the figurative meaning.

Literal Meaning of “you can lead a horse to water but you can't make it drink”

Figurative meaning of “you can lead a horse to water, but you can't make it drink”




Appendix F, page 3
December Sayings

Malke l/lag while the sun shines
The pmverb “Malee Mag while the sun shines” means you should do your worlke while there Ls still ttme to do tt. (e other words you
should not pmamstlwate.

Draw a comic strip tllustrating this proverb. nelude the proverb in your comic strip.
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Appendix G, page 1
January Sayings

Whew it rains, it pours.
The proverb “whewn it rains, it pours” is used to describe a series of elther positive or negative
events that occur to one person.

White a List of positive events that you have experienced in your Life for which you are
thankful.

I am thankful for the following events in my life:

can't hold a candle to

wWe use the phvase “can’t hold a candle to” whew we are comparing an inferior product or event
to another of higher value.

Compare severnl similar events, products, or emotions to each other using the phrase “‘can't
hold a candle to”.

Example: Ronst beef cooked in a restaurant can't holol a candle to my mother’s homemade
voast beef.

Example: Winning the soccer game coulon't holol a candle to the fact that we wmanaged to put
aside our differences ano work together as a team to accomplish our goal.

Now 5014 trg:

1.

2.
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Appendix G, page 2
January Sayings

Lightning never strikes twice in the same place.

1. White a definition of the above proverb tn your own words.

2. write a short paragraph about a person who has had something bad happen to him or
her. (llustrate the meaning of the above proverb by using it in the paragraph.

3. what s wrong with the literal weeaning of this proverb?
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Appendix H, pagel
February Sayings

Beauty s ong skin deep
The above proverb s used to explain that a person’s character is weore important than his or her
outward oppearance.

1. Think about a person who You think has tnner beauty. Write a paragraph
about this person. Describe the chavacter tralts that this person portrays that
make hive or her a person You adwmlre.

2. When you go howme today, think of a way to tell the person above how much
You adwiire hime or her, and thew do Lk, Wiritte a semtence or two about how you
tolol this person of Your adwmivation.
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Appendix H, page 2
February Sayings

Bull tn a china shop
Whewn a person s elther ngchaLLM ctumsg ov has a tevwlevwg to say the wrong thing
at the wrong time we say they are a “bull tn a china shop”.

Bveryone feels Like a “bull tn a ching shop” at one time or another. Tell of a thme when
You felt this way.

Demonstrate that You understand the meaning of the following two proverbs by
using two of the methods from the List of idens below or have the teacher approve Your
own methods of definition. Use a different methool for each proverb. Be creative.

The two proverbs are:
1 Seelng is believing
2. The bigger they ave, the havder they fall.

You may:

White a definition b your own words and thew use it ln a sentence.
Write a story.

Create a comic strip.

Write o skeit with charvacters.

Whrite about a thme You have experienced the truth of these proverbs.
write a fable.

Draw a pieture.

Develop Your own Loten and get teacher approval.
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Appendix |, page 1
March Sayings

Birds of a feather flock together.
When we say birds of a feather flock together we mean that people who ave similar tend to be friends.

Even though people who are friends often have similar characteristics, they are also very different people. Think of

a friend of Yours who is stmilar to You in many ways. Using the venn diagram below, compare Your similarities
and differences.
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Appendix I, page 2
March Sayings

Laugh and the world Laughs with you.

1. what does the above proverb mean?

2. Think back to a time when you had a good, long laugh with a friend. What
was it Like? Deseribe the experience in the space below.

Mowney burning a hole tn Your pocket

magine You were given £100 dollars to spend any way you wanted.
1. How would you be tempteol to sPem{ that money? In other words how would the
money burne a hole tin Your pocket?

2. wWhat would be a responsible thing to do with the money?
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Appendix I, page 3
March Sayings

Oone p’w’cwe Ls worth a thousand words.

Paste picture here.

They say a pleture paints a thousand words. wWhat is the picture saying? Write a story
about the picture above. Use the details Ln the picture to make the story more creative. Plan

Your story on a separate sheet of paper. Thew write Your final dvaft on the Lines below. You
Mmay use a separate sheet of paper bf You run out of room.
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Appendix J
April and May Sayings

1. Define the following phrases tn your own words. Give an example for each.
a. Tlmbukiu
b. Through thick and thin
c. Break the lee
d. Shipshape
e As the crow flies
f. Run-of-the-mill
9. Blow hot and cold
2. Choose one of the above phrases anol write a skit with a partner to demonstrate the

phrase. Develop characters and dialog to be performend in the skit. Be prepared to share
the skit with the class.
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Appendix K
Sayings and Phrases Quiz

Directions. Match the following sayings and phrasesto their definitions.

1. Onceinablue moon A. Changesin mood

2. Blow hot and cold B. Rarely; amost never

3. Timbuktu C. Clumsy in speech or actions

4. Bull in achinashop D. Respond please

5. Etc. E. Anexotic, imaginary place

6. Haste makes waste F. A person may haveto repeat ajob if they rush

through it the first time

7. Onthewarpath G. In perfect order

8. Shipshape H. To be destroyed

9. Go to pot I. Andsoon

10. Can't hold acandleto J. Inarage

11. RSVP K. To have frequent changes in mood

Directions. Completethe following sayings.
12. Seeingis
13. Two wrongs
14. When it rains

15. You can lead a horse to water, but
16. Make ends

17. Lightning never strikes
18. Birds of afeather
19. Liveand

20. Money burning a
21. Don't put al your eggs
22. Laugh and

Directions. Explain the meanings of the following sayings and phrases.
23. Anounce of prevention isworth a pound of cure

24. Bury the hatchet

25. Don’t count your chickens before they hatch

26. Make hay while the sun shines

27. What isyour favorite saying or phrase? Why?
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Appendix L
Sayings and Phrases Quiz Answer Key

Directions. Match the following sayings and phrasesto their definitions.

1. Onceinabluemoon _ B A. Changesin mood

2. Blow hot and cold K B. Rarely; aimost never

3. Timbuktu _E C. Clumsy in speech or actions

4. Bull inachinashop _ C D. Respond please

5. Etc. 1 E. Anexotic, imaginary place

6. Haste makes waste _F_ F. A person may haveto repeat ajob if they rush
through it the first time

7. Onthewarpath _J G. In perfect order

8. Shipshape G H. To be destroyed

9. Goto pot _H I. Andsoon

10. Can'tholdacandleto __ K J. Inarage

11. RSVP _D K. Inferior to something else

Directions. Completethe following sayings.
12. Seeingis_believing
13. Twowrongs _don’t makearight
14. Whenitrains, it pours
15. You can lead a horse to water, but _you can’t makeit drink
16. Make ends_meet

17. Lightning never strikes _twicein the same place
18. Birds of afeather _flock together
19. Liveand let live
20. Money burning a_a holein your pocket
21. Don't put all your eggs _in one basket
22. Laugh and _theworld laughswith you

Directions. Explain the meanings of the following sayings and phrases.
23. Anounce of prevention isworth a pound of cure (Accept answersthat are closeto the definitions
in Appendix A)

24. Bury the hatchet

25. Don’t count your chickens before they hatch

26. Make hay while the sun shines

27. What isyour favorite saying or phrase? Why? (Give a point to appropriate r esponses)
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Appendix M
Writing Rubric and Checklist for Skits

Writing Rubric

Above High Proficiency | Low Proficiency Below
Proficiency 3 2 Proficiency
4 1
Student uses correct | Student uses mostly Student uses some Student needs

grammar and sentence
structure. Student’s
writing includes
excellent vocabulary
choice. Writing is
organized and logical

correct grammar and
sentence structure.
Student’ s writing
includes good
vocabulary choice.
Writing is organized.

correct grammar and
sentence structure.
Student’ s vocabulary
choice needs some
improvement. Writing
IS somewhat
organized.

improvement in
grammar and sentence
structure. Student’s
vocabulary choiceis
poor and writing is
not organized well.

Student demonstrates
aclear understanding
of the meaning of the
saying or phrase and
appliesthe saying
creatively in the
writing.

Student demonstrates
aclear understanding
of the meaning of the
saying or phrase.

Student demonstrates
aminimal
understanding of the
meaning of the saying
or phrase.

Student does not
demonstrate and
understanding of the
meaning of the saying
or phrase.

Student has followed
directions completely

Student has followed
directions.

Students has mostly
followed directions

Student has not
followed directions.

Checklist for Skits

Yes | No

The skit clearly showed the correct meaning of the saying or phrase.

The skit made sense.

All studentsin the group participated in the skit.

The skit was creative.

The students clearly followed directions.

The students put their best effort into the skit.
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